
 

 

 

 

 

   

CHORAL ACADIENNE 
 

2024 Paris Choral Festival 
 

Honoring the 80
th
 Anniversary of D-Day and 

Allied Forces Invasion of Normandy 

 

Custom Chorale Acadienne 2024 France Tour (7 nights/9 days)  
 

Day 1 Monday, July 1, 2024 

 This morning, board your included privately chartered motorcoach in 
Lafayette, Louisiana and transfer to Houston’s George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport. Stopping en route for meals, on own, and rest breaks as needed 

 Afternoon or evening departure from the George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport via scheduled air service to Paris, France. Your transatlantic flight will 
include meal services and in-entertainment 

  
Day 2 Tuesday, July 2 Paris  / Normandy (D) 

 Morning arrival in Paris 
 Meet your full-time MCI Tour Manager, who will remain with the group for 

the entire duration of your time in France. Board your awaiting privately 
chartered motorcoach  

 Transfer to Caen via Rouen 
 Lunch, on own, as well as a bit of free-time at leisure in Vieux Rouen – the 

historic old center/city center of Rouen, that is one of the best-preserved 
medieval city centers of France 

 Visit the stunning Rouen Cathedral.  In the Place de la Cathédrale stands the 
Gothic Cathedral of Notre-Dame, an UNESCO World Heritage Site and one 
of the largest cathedrals in France, as well as one of the most magnificent 
Cathedrals in the world! The most striking feature is the elaborately articulated 
west front which was painted by Monet.  See the site of Joan of Arcs execution 

 Continue to the Normandy region for the hotel for late afternoon hotel check-
in with some free time to relax and freshen up 

 Welcome Dinner included, and overnight 
  
 The Normandy region’s varied coastline includes white-chalk cliffs and WWII 

beachheads, including Omaha Beach, site of the famous D-Day landing. Just off the 
coast, the rocky island of Mont-Saint-Michel is topped by a soaring Gothic abbey. 
The city of Rouen, dominated by Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Rouen, is where military 
leader and Catholic saint Joan of Arc was executed in 1431 

  
Day 3 Wednesday, July 3 Mont Saint-Michel / Saint-James (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Excursion to Mont Saint-Michel. One of France's most recognizable 

landmarks, the Mont Saint-Michel and its bay are on the UNESCO list of 
World Heritage Sites.  Over 60 buildings within the commune are protected in 
France as “Monuments Historiques.”  Mont Saint-Michel is one of the most 
striking sights that France has to offer!  Perched on its rocky islet and 
surrounded by walls and bastions, this old abbey has the appearance of a 
fortified castle.  Enjoy a full guided tour of the Abbey which also includes La 



 

 

 

 

 

   

Merveille (the incredible grouping of buildings on the north side of the Mount) 
and entrance to the Abbey 

 Lunch, on own and enjoy some free-time at leisure to explore Mont Saint-
Michel 

 Afternoon visit to the Brittany American Cemetery and Memorial,  located in 
nearly Saint-James, Normandy, France. It is the resting place of over 4,400  
World War II American soldiers, most of whom lost their lives in the 
Normandy and Brittany campaigns of 1944. Along the retaining wall of the 
memorial terrace are inscribed the names of 498 of the missing, with rosettes 
marking the names of soldiers whose remains have been identified 

 Chorale Acadienne Official Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Brittany 

American Cemetery and Memorial 
 Late return to Caen and enjoy some free-time to explore this city, the Capital 

of Lower Normandy 
 Dinner included, and return to hotel for overnight  
  
Day 4 Thursday, July 4 Coleville / Point du Hoc  (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Morning transfer to Coleville, the current site of the Normandy American 

Cemetery.  Visit and tour to the Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial, 
the site of the June 6th, 1944 Normandy Invasion.  White marble crosses and 
Stars of David stretch off in seemingly endless rows at the Normandy 
American Cemetery, situated on a now-serene bluff overlooking the bitterly 
contested sands of Omaha Beach. Also visit and spend time at the expansive 
visitor's center 

 Chorale Acadienne Memorial Recital Performance and Official Wreath 

Laying Ceremony at the Normandy American Cemetery 

 Lunch, on own 
 Visit the Point du Hoc where you can see the World War II Pointe du Hoc 

Ranger Monument.  It was erected by the French to honor elements of the 
American Second Ranger Battalion under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
James E. Rudder.  During the American assault of Omaha Beach on June 6, 
1944, these elements scaled the 100-foot cliff and seized the German artillery 
pieces that could have fired on the American landing troops at Omaha 
Beach.  At a high cost of life, they successfully defended against determined 
German counterattacks 

 Also visit the Les Braves Omaha Beach Memorial – a memorial that is located 
in the center of Omaha Beach and commemorates the fallen American soldiers 
of World War II who lost their lives on the beaches of Normandy, June 6th 
1944. The memorial represents three elements: The Wings of Hope, The Rise 
of Freedom, and the Wings Of Fraternity. French sculptor Anilore Banon 
created the monument in 2004, commissioned by the French government to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the D-Day Invasion of Normandy. 
Originally intended only as a temporary exhibit, this piece still stands today 

 Enjoy some free-time on Omaha beach, for reflection and remembrance 

 Dinner included, and overnight  
  
Day 5 Friday, July 5 Paris (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out 
 Morning transfer to Paris 
 Lunch, on own 
 Enjoy a guided tour of Paris historique and see the most historic parts of the city 

including seeing the Notre-Dame Cathedral (which is scheduled to be re-



 

 

 

 

 

   

opened in April of 2024, following it’s devastating 2019 fire), Arc de Triomphe, 
Eiffel Tower, Champs Elysees, Paris Peace Monument, Place de la Concorde, 
Luxembourg Palace and Gardens, Latin Quarter, Place de la Bastille, Invalides 
Hospital, and other Parisian highlights. Also enjoy Paris in all of its “Pre-
Olympic” glory as it prepares for the 2024 Olympic games that the city will be 
hosting in late July and August of 2024.  See numerous venues and spaces being 
used and on-display for the Olympic Games 

 Optional: Chorale Acadienne afternoon recital  in Notre Dame de Paris 

Cathedral (pending its officially confirmed 2024 re-opening) 

 Dinner at a local restaurant 
 Evening cruise on the River Seine, an UNESCO World Heritage Site. Cruise 

past famous parts of the city, illuminated monuments, major highlights and 
more as you cruise through the heart of the City of Lights. See the Louvre, the 
Eiffel Tower, the Musée d’Orsay, Notre Dame Cathedral, and more as you 
peacefully float along the Seine River in an open air river cruise ship 

 Overnight at the hotel 
  
 With its grand boulevards, Streetside cafés, magnificent architecture, and river vistas, 

it takes little to understand why Paris is known as one of the most beautiful cities in 
the world.  There is nothing more inspiring than walking the streets of Paris taking 
in the dynamic atmosphere.  Paris is a place that breathes history and legend, a perfect 
combination of the modern and the ancient 

  
Day 6 Saturday, July 6 Paris (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Morning Paris Choral Festival Rehearsal  **for non-singers, during festival 

rehearsals – your MCI Tour Manager is available for additional free guided tours 

and/or giving advice, OR you can enjoy free-time at leisure 
 Lunch, on own 
 Enjoy a tour of Paris artistique, including entrance to the Louvre, the largest and 

greatest art museum in the world, with more than 45,000 works of art displayed 
over 700,000 sq. ft.  It’s packed with enough artistic masterpieces to make the 
Mona Lisa weep. Rembrandt, Reubens, Botticelli, Ingres, and Michelangelo are 
all represented here; subjects range from the grandiose (Antoine-Jean Gros’s 
gigantic Napoleon Bonaparte Visiting the Plague-Stricken in Jaffa) to the 
mundane (Vermeer’s tiny, exquisite Lacemaker). You can gape at a diamond 
the size of a golf ball in the gilded Galerie d'Apollon or marvel over exquisite 
bronze figurines in the vast Egyptian section, there’s something for everyone 

 Dinner included  
 Evening Paris Choral Festival Rehearsal 

 Overnight at the hotel 
  
  
Day 7 Sunday, July 7 Paris (B) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Enjoy your entire morning and afternoon free at leisure in Paris (Your private 

motorcoach and MCI Tour Manager are at your disposal) 
 Lunch, on own 
 Continued afternoon free at leisure and Dinner, on own 
 Evening Paris Choral Festival Rehearsal 

 Overnight at the hotel 
  



 

 

 

 

 

   

Day 8 Monday, July 8 Paris (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Morning Paris Choral Festival Dress Rehearsal with soloists and 

professional orchestra at L'église de la Madeleine 
 Lunch, on own 
 Enjoy your afternoon free at leisure in Paris (Your private motorcoach and MCI 

Tour Manager are at your disposal) 
 Farewell Dinner included  
 Evening Paris Choral Festival Finale Concert with soloists and 

professional orchestra at L'église de la Madeleine 

 

Inaugurated during Napoleon Bonaparte's reign, L'église de la Madeleine, 

more commonly known as La Madeleine, is a stunning church right in the city-
center heart of Paris that was built in the style of a Greco-Roman temple. This 
Roman Catholic church, dedicated to Mary Magdalene, is one of the best known 
cultural and religious buildings in all of Paris, and is host to THE most 
important classical concerts in the city. Among other numerous famous works 
premiered here, Gabriel Faure’s Requiem was premiered here in 1888, given that 
this is the church that Faure personally attended.  Its prominent central location, 
along with its tremendous size, allows it to be uniquely set apart against a stunning 
Parisian backdrop. The interior is lavishly decorated with marble, gold, and ornate 
architecture, and has a single massive nave with three domes. At the altar sits a 
statue of Mary Magdalene being carried up to heaven by two angels, by the famous 
Italian sculptor Baron Charles Marochetti. La Madeleine also has a statue of St. 
Augustine created by Antoine Etex, as well as two by François Rude - the 
masterpiece Baptism of Christ, and the baptismal font 

 Overnight at the hotel 
  
Day 9 Tuesday, July 9 Depart for home (B) 

 Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out 
 Depending on your flight departure time, you may be able to enjoy some 

morning time free at leisure in Paris 
 Transfer to the Paris Airport for return flight to Houston’s George Bush 

Intercontinental Airport.  Your transatlantic flight will include meal services 
and in-entertainment 

 Arrival to Houston’s George Bush Intercontinental Airport, the same day as 
your departure from Paris.   

 Board your included privately chartered motorcoach at Houston’s George 
Bush Intercontinental Airport and transfer to Lafayette, Louisiana. Stopping 
en route for meals, on own, and rest breaks as needed 

 Evening arrival in Lafayette, Louisiana 
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